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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE Upcoming Dates   

December 4 

6th Grade Recreation Night 

7 P.M.—9 P.M. 

December 9 

Winter Concert 

7 P.M. GCHS 

December 10 

Winter Concert II 

7 P.M. GCHS 

December 15 

Board of Education Mtg. 

8:15 P.M. 

December 16 

2nd Quarter  

Progress Reports 

December 18 

Grade 7/8 Rec Night 

7 P.M.—9 P.M. 

December 21 

Winter Concert III 

7 P.M. GCMS 

December 24-January 1 

Holiday Recess 

No Classes 
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Maria Cafaro—Editor 

I have never let schooling interfere with my education.  – Mark Twain 

Dear Parents, 

It seems that nearly every week the news media have a story about how the perform-
ance of American students are behind those of Asia....that is, our education system is 
failing our children in an age of increasing globalization. Therefore, I wanted to share 
with you a fascinating new book authored by Yong Zhao, who is the University Distin-
guished Professor at the College of Education, Michigan State University, and the 
founding Director of the U.S.-China Center for Research on Educational Excellence. His 
book Catching Up or Leading the Way was just published by ASCD (Association for 
Supervision and Curriculum Development). 

Dr. Zhao began researching his book with an intended focus on how China's school 
system can serve as a model for our schools; but, instead, he eventually realized that 
what China wants is what America is looking to throw away. For example, he wrote 
that American education, “...respects individual talents, supports divergent thinking, 
tolerates deviation, and encourages creativity; a system in which the government does 
not dictate what students learn or how teachers teach; and a culture that does not rank 
or judge the success of a school, a teacher, or a child based on only test scores in a few 
subjects determined by the government.” (p vi)  Dr. Zhao notes that an innovative soci-
ety is driven by innovative people...people raised in a society which values creative 
problem solving rather than rote memorization of facts.  As the nation with the most 
Nobel Laureates, most original patents, most scientific discoveries in the first years of 
the 21st Century, and the world's largest economy, we must still be doing something 
right. Let's give our education system some credit for helping to establish the most free 
and prosperous nation in the world. 

Dr. Zhao warns America not to seek to catch up with the less democratic and less crea-
tive models throughout the world. He stresses that the success of an educational sys-
tem cannot be measured through standardized exams, but instead through the freedom 
and prosperity of its people. We must be diligent not to destroy the best of what we 
have, of what we are, to “catch up” with the rest of the world in test scores. Instead, we 
need to build on our strengths of creativity and innovation...we need to lead the way 
rather than follow. I believe that the 21st Century will be the American Century...if we 
remain true to our democratic core values, work hard, and lead the way! 

Best wishes, 

Peter Osroff , Ed.D. 



IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

Order the 2009-2010 Yearbook Today! 

 The price of the yearbook, Spearhead,  is $43. Three mailings are sent throughout the school year. The second 
mailing has just been sent home. There are four ways to order: 

(1) Online at jostensyearbooks.com 

(2) Call Jostens at 1-866-282-1516 

(3) Mailed order form to  PO Box 17609, Denver, CO 80217-0609 

(4) Fax order form  to Jostens 1-866-282-1514 

 

Your Child Absent?  Need Homework Assignments?   
Don’t Worry -- There’s Homework on the Web! 

 Please remember that your child’s homework assignments are available on teacher web pages.  If your child is 
absent for more than three school days, please contact the Guidance Office (478-3020) for worksheets or class materials. 
Please use the web for homework assignments for absences of three days or less.   

Festival Chorus to Carol at the “Evening of Walking Tour of Historic Homes” 
 On Thursday, December 3, 2009,  eighth grade singers from Festival Chorus will be caroling at the Garden City 
Historical Society Museum as part of the "Evening Walking Tour of Historic Homes.”  The caroling will begin at 7:00 
p.m. to greet guests as they  arrive to the museum.  Ms. Kleemann says, “We’re thrilled we can perform for the Garden 
City Historical Society.  The students are happy to have this opportunity.  We have some very talented singers.”  The 
evening ends back at the museum, where members of the Village Music Makers will have an instrumental performance. 
 Tickets are on sale now for $30 GC Historical Society members and $35 for non-members, and membership 
forms will be available at the Museum.    (If guests become a member at/or before the tour, they will save $5 on the tour 
that evening.)  The tickets can be purchased from The A.T. Stewart Exchange (746-8900), which is located in the rear of 
The Garden City Historical Society Museum at 109 Eleventh Street.  In addition, tickets are available through Jill Mayer 
(Mail check to: Jill Mayer, 87 Magnolia Avenue, Garden City, NY 11530, phone: 603-2393) and Kris Harder (747-1774).  
Checks made out to the Garden City Historical Society are tax- deductible.  We look forward to seeing you there! 
  

Concert Etiquette 
 In order to model  proper concert etiquette for the students, please refrain from the following during concert 
performances: using cell phones, shouting out names of students, using flash photography, eating, drinking, or chew-
ing gum, and talking or  leaving the auditorium during the performances.  
 Please do not allow young children  to run through the aisles during the performances.  We also ask that you 
quickly remove children who cry or cannot sit through the performance.  Please remember that we want the perform-
ance conditions to be optimal for our stars on stage! We thank you in advance for your cooperation. 



American Mathematics Competition   
 Based on recommendations of mathematics teachers, twenty 8th graders, twenty 7th graders, and ten 6th graders 
were chosen to compete in the American Mathematics Competition (AMC 8).  The contest was held on Tuesday,       
November 17, in the school cafeteria during periods one and two.  The 40-minute contest consisted of 25 challenging 
multiple-choice questions.  Award certificates will be presented to the top scorers from each grade.  According to the 
Mathematical Association of America, the contest’s “real rewards come from challenging each student with mathemat-
ics that is new, different, and ‘outside the box’.”  
 Mrs. Heid, the contest coordinator, can’t wait to see how well the students do!  Check the newsletter for the 
results. 

SPOTLIGHT ON 

THE MATH DEPARTMENT 

Calling all Problem Solvers! 
 If you love to use your brain, discover connections, think outside the box, and solve math word problems, Mrs. 
Heid’s Math Problem Solving elective might be the class for you!   
 Students with Math Olympiad experience know what this class is like.  Students are enrolled in several organ-
ized contests in Nassau County, Long Island, New York State, and the United States.   Most of the time is spent gearing 
up for these contests by doing practice problems, discussing solutions, and learning strategies. 
 Students who are up for the challenge will find a lot of competition!  Below is a problem that they might be 
asked to solve.  See if you can solve it.  Look for the solution in next month’s newsletter.  Keep in mind that you would 
be timed!   

 
 

 

 

 

 

There are ten (10) people at a party.  Introductions are made and people greet 
each other by shaking hands.  If each person shakes everyone else’s hand 

only once, how many handshakes will take place in total? 

Real-Life Math: Answering the Age–Old Question,  
“When Are We Ever Going to Use This?” 

 The Real Life Math elective at the Garden City Middle School is designed to answer the age old question pro-
posed every year by students to their math teachers, “When are we ever going to use this?” Students who take this course 
will put math in the context of real-world settings. This course goes beyond balancing a checkbook or making change 
and includes topics that contain math skills appropriate for pre-algebra students and provides a foundation for ad-
vanced critical thinking skills required for advanced mathematical studies. 
 One project that students participate in is entitled The Math Behind a College Education.  This exposes them to  the 
many ways math can help them make informed decisions about their future. They begin this unit by researching two 
and four-year colleges of their choosing, one public and one private. They must gather data on the schools including the 
colleges’ distances from Garden City, the student-to-teacher ratio, the tuition and fees, and the percentages of appli-
cants accepted to the school.  Students are even asked to created a pie graph of full and part-time attendance of stu-
dents.  They use this data to create a detailed presentation filled with charts and graphs for the class .  

 Students are then asked to review the data and in a written reflection discuss what they have learned about the 
college and how it has helped them decide if they should or should not attend the college. 



 

Dear Parents and Athletes, 

I hope that this letter finds you and your family enjoying a fantastic school year.  The information below can be used to 
help guide you through our Winter I Season.  If you have any questions or if I can be of any assistance, please do not 
hesitate to let me know. 

The Winter I Sports Season will run from 11/09/09 – 1/15/10. 
The sports being offered are: Boys Basketball, Girls Volleyball and Coed Winter Track 
All Team Schedules and Criteria can be found on the MS Athletic Webpage. 
For safety purposes, students should NOT cross Cherry Valley Avenue when the Garden City Police Department 

crossing guard is not present.  When there is no crossing guard, parents are free to use all three of the school’s 
circles for pickups. Of course, parents may cross Cherry Valley Avenue WITH their own children at any time. 
The school’s Cherry Valley Avenue traffic circle is only closed when there is a crossing guard present during the 
regular school day and sports dismissals. 

All Intramurals are now open to 6th, 7th & 8th grade students. 

Winter I Intramurals are: 

Fitness/Wellness 
Kickboxing 
Floor Hockey 
Team Handball 
After-School Weight Training  

Please be sure to check our website for the schedule. 
 
The Athletic Eligibility Policy is now online.  We encourage all participants to read this policy so that there is a clear 

understanding of what we expect from all of our middle school athletes. 
 
This year we have also added a Sports Information Hotline to help provide you with up-to-date athletic information. 

Please dial the main number 478-3000 EXT.  5 and listen for the prompts. 

Thank you so much, 

Michael Tullo 
MS Athletic Coordinator 

GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL 

ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT 
 

Phone: (516) 478-3000 EXT. 5 -- Fax: (516) 294-7051 

Nancy Kalafus 

District Director of Physical          
Education and Athletics 

Michael Tullo 

Middle School Athletic Coordinator 
tullom@gcufsd.net 

Lisa Soviero 

Middle School Athletic Secretary 
sovierol@gcufsd.net 



IN & AROUND  
G C M S  

Students and Staff Raise Money for “Hope for Jessica”  
 Congratulations to students and staff who recently raised money for Jessica’s Journey Savings Club.  Jessica 
Stevens, a 2002 Middle School graduate, is currently undergoing medical treatment in Mexico.   
 Eighth grade students, Michele Stevens and Genevieve Klatt and several of their friends designed and created 
“Hope for Jessica” bracelets and sold them during lunch periods.  They were a huge hit!  The students raised $1195 over 
two days.  In addition, the faculty sponsored  a “dress down day” in honor of Jessica and raised $720.   

Eighth Grade Students Learn about Historical Garden City 
 Ms. Sheehan and Ms. Vitucci, grade eight social studies  teachers, organized a field trip to various historical 
sites in Garden City.  The trip was led by the John Kordes, the Village historian, who discussed some of the history be-
hind the sites and their connection to many units they study in class.  
 The students visited St. Paul's and learned that it was once a military school. They also 
visited A.T. Stewart's bust.  He was the founder of Garden City and also a big businessman of his 
time; he established the first department store! They visited the Cathedral of the Incarnation as 
well.  Mr. Kordes discussed that the Cathedral was built as a memorial to Stewart.  They also vis-
ited the former site of Camp Mills, a WWI camp right here in Garden City.   
 

Anti-Bullying Week 
 This year, Anti-Bullying Week will be celebrated from November 16-20.  More information can be found 
at http://www.antibullyingweek.co.uk/.  It's celebrated nationally in the UK, but in past years many US 
schools have celebrated it as well.  This year's theme is "Be Safe in Cyberspace." 
 In honor of Anti-Bullying Week, ABC will be hosting a Poster Contest.  All posters will portray  this 
year’s theme. 

Spirit Week—An Awesome Success! 
 

 Student Council sponsored spirit week on October 19-23.  During this week, students were asked to decorate 
the doors of their home base classrooms using their own supplies and ideas.  They designed their door utilizing any  
idea that they thought best reflected  school spirit.  The doors exceeded everyone's expectations! 
 The winning doors were: 6th grade, Ms. Giangrande’s home base; 7th grade, Mrs. Heid’s home base; 8th 
grade, Ms. Rousku’s home base.  These home bases received a pizza party!  All participants received freshly baked 
chocolate chip cookies on November 5, for their hard work. 
 Dr. Osroff, one of the judges said, “It was nearly impossible for us to pick the winners since every home base 
door was awesomely decorated. Also, as we walked around the school we saw that every decorated door was accompa-
nied by excited students explaining why their home base should win the Pizza Party prize.  So, in the end, we decided 
that every home base deserved recognition, so in addition to the Pizza Party for the grade winners, we felt that the non-
winning home bases should be recognized with a Freshly Baked Cookie Party.  Most of all we were all so very impressed 
with the outstanding spirit shown by teachers and students.  It was wonderful to see.” 



IN & AROUND  
G C M S  

Home and Career Job Interviews 
 Did you notice seventh graders all dressed up on November 6 and 9?  They weren’t celebrating the Yankees 
27th World Series victory!  They were decked out in shirts and ties or dresses and fancy shoes for the annual Home and 
Careers job interviews. This was a valuable,  hands-on learning experience from this activity for Mrs. Bozzi-Beovich’s 
students. 
  About thirty parents and staff members descended on room 249 to act as prospective employers.  Each student 
was interviewed for the entry level job of his or her choice, ranging from mother’s helper to waiter to bus person to 
cashier at a supermarket or department store, and even camp counselor (Mrs. Weiner’s favorite) . 
 This was the culmination of the career unit in which students discovered their aptitudes and abilities, and ap-
plied their multiple intelligences and right and left brain strengths.  They also learned about various careers and re-
searched careers of interest.  Students read classified ads, filled out job applications, and practiced interviewing for jobs. 
 When the big day came, the students met with the adult volunteers one by one for the interviews.  Adults were 
all impressed with the students’ preparation, poise, and presentation.  Ninety nine percent of the students were hired!  
All prospective employers agreed that they were well-prepared and quite impressive! 

Okra Dance Company Performs for 8th Grade Students 
 On October 26th, The Okra Dance Company performed “Rhythms Around the World” for the  8th grade class.  
Two professional dancers entertained the class with dances from Mexico, Africa, Hawaii, Ireland, and Greece.  The 
dancers spoke about each region and were dressed in traditional costumes.       
 The next day, Mrs. Burke’s 8th grade dance classes were treated to a workshop with the Okra Dance Company 
dancers.  They learned a group dance and performed on the auditorium stage.   
 Thank you to the PTA and the Arts and Education Committee for sponsoring such a great assembly for our 
students.   

The German Club 
 The Middle School German Club is once again off to a great start.  Members meet twice a month on Friday 
mornings to expand their knowledge of the culture and language of German-speaking people through a variety of ac-
tivities organized by club officers Kate DeMarco, Emily Donovan, and Susanne Herbster.  In September, members 
marched in the 52nd Annual German-American Steuben Parade in New York City.  In October, the eighth graders par-
ticipated in a German-American Flag Raising ceremony at the Executive Building in Mineola, along with students from 
the Garden City High School German Honor Society.  Both of these events commemorate the contributions of German-
Americans to the development of this country.  During the week of November 9, and in celebration of the twentieth 
anniversary of the opening of the Berlin Wall, 48 sixth, seventh, and eighth graders met to hear a guest speaker talk 
about his experiences as a boy growing up in that once divided city.  

 Future club meetings include a celebration of Sankt Nickolaus, and a "date" with marzipan and food color-
ing.  (We make the traditional holiday candy!)   In December, we will also take a trip to Bethlehem, Pennsylvania to 
learn about the German Moravians who settled there in 1741.  We will see a play and visit the Christkindlmarkt, which 
is an American version of the traditional holiday markets in German-speaking countries. 

 



IN & AROUND  
G C M S  

The Art Corner with Ms. Rousku 
“Great art picks up where nature ends” – Marc Chagall 

Art Tip of the Month: Painting 

Don't give up or be discouraged after completing the first or second coat of your painting! The first and sec-
ond coat is just the beginning. Applying layers of paint, will start bringing the painting together. Even pro-
fessional artists who have painted for years can also find this stage challenging! Don’t be afraid to go for it! 

Giving Back During the Holiday Season 
 The Builders Club will be adopting a family for the holidays. We would appreciate any new donations of the 
following items. Please drop off all items to Ms. Dilworth in room 206 or Ms. Wallace in room 113.  Thank you in      
advance for your donations! 

Size 6 warm outfits for Boys and Girls 
Size 6 Undershirts or Long-sleeved Shirts 
Size 6 Long johns 
Size 6 Girl Pajamas 
Matchbox cars 
Action Figures 
Legos 
Photo Frame/ Album 
Disposable Cameras 
Scotch tape 
Flat Wrapping Paper 

Children's Gloves, Hats, Scarves 
Girly Crafts 
Coloring Books 
Crayons 
Puzzles 
Reading Books 
Nail Polish 
Play Jewelry 

“Yes, You Can!”   Lloyd Bachrach Speaks to Eighth Graders 

 On November 19th the entire 8th grade enjoyed the assembly “Yes, You Can!”  by Lloyd Bachrach.  Lloyd was 
born with a congenital bone deficiency which left his legs unusually short.  He shared his story with the students and 
focused on how he never let his physical challenges slow him down.  Lloyd said he does not consider himself disabled 
or handicapped but prefers the term “differently abled.”   Lloyd has won many medals in sports including gymnastics 
and sitting volleyball.  He participated in the 1996 Paralympics.  Lloyd’s five keys to success include:  build self-esteem, 
focus with a positive attitude, set powerful goals, persevere, and maintain a healthy mind, body, and spirit.   

 Thank you to the PTA and the Arts-In-Education Committee for bringing us such a wonderful message.  Stu-
dents and staff were very moved by his story and courage.  For more information about Lloyd, please visit his website 
www.yes-you-can.net.  



THE GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

Recommendations by Library/Media Specialist: Mr. Daniels 

 

 

 

     

    

 

 

  

 

 
 

   
TIM Defender of the Earth 
By Sam Enthoven 
 
Tim, Defender of the Earth, is a rock'em, sock'em thriller filled with smoke, specta-
cle, and big-time adventure. 
 
TIM, aka Tyrannosaurus: Improved Model, is the product of a top-secret govern-
ment military experiment, and he couldn't be more loveable. Sure, he's an enor-
mous monster to most, but at heart he's just a big, awkward, thirteen-year old who 
realizes he could be all that stands between the earth and total destruction. 
 
Now TIM must form an unlikely alliance with fifteen-year-olds Chris and Anna in 
order to save humanity from the greatest threat it has ever known: Anna's father, 
the brilliant and demented Professor Mallahide, and his growing tide of vicious, all
-consuming nanobots. Will TIM prevail and save the British Isles and the world 
from evil? We'll all have to read, and believe—in TIM, Defender of the Earth! 
 

      

 

  

Simon Bloom, the Gravity Keeper 
By Michael Reisman 
 
Middle schooler Simon Bloom can't believe his luck when he finds a book that en-
ables him to control the laws of physics. By simply reciting the formulas it contains, 
he can cancel gravity to fly around his bedroom, or decrease friction so he can slide 
down the street as if he were on Rollerblades. When two thugs with evil intentions 
come after Simon, he must use the formulas to save himself and the book from fal-
ling into their hands. This funny, fast, and imaginative novel from first-time author 
Michael Reisman will appeal to fans of both fantasy and action-adventure. 
 

      

 

  
 
The Scarlet Stockings 
By Charlotte Kandel 
 
As an infant, Daphne was abandoned on the doorstep of an all-girls school. Now, at 
thirteen, she longs to discover the truth about her past and to fulfill her lifelong 
dream of becoming a prima ballerina. When a book containing a tantalizing riddle 
and a magical pair of stockings arrive, her dreams of glory and fame are suddenly 
within her grasp. Daphne is poised to win an audition for the Ballet Splendide in 
Paris. But will the magic be enough to help her overcome her childhood demons of 
loneliness and insecurity? 


